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Issue 4403, July 2014 
 

Next club meeting: July 28th, 2014, 7:00 pm, West Side Café, Camp Bowie Blvd 
 

Presidents Corner: by Garry Rife  
 
Greetings Thunderbirds.  
 
The hot topic in the news this month is the FAA 
"Interpretation" of the Special Rule for Model Aircraft 
which literally defies the law (FAA Modernization and 
Reform Act of 2012) passed by congress and signed by 
the President. Your elected board has thoroughly 
researched and discussed this issue and has come to the 
obvious conclusion, along with the AMA, that it is a very 
bad thing for model aviation. Please be aware that this is 
NOT A PROPOSAL. The FAA has put us on notice that 
they WILL control ALL forms of model aviation as 
described therein. Although we have been given 30 days 
to submit comments, they are not asking our permission 
or approval. The comment period expires on July 25 so, 
by the time you receive this newsletter, it may have 
expired. Your most effective course of action is to write, 
call, FAX, and/or email your Congressman and both 

Senators as soon as possible. This issue will be discussed 
at the next club meeting on July 28. 
 
It's time now to put some fun back in the meetings. If 
you have a presentation or "show and tell", please let me 
know and I'll be happy to add you to the agenda. Please 
list the topic and how much time you will need for your 
presentation.  
 
Thanks to our "volunteer" landscaping team (we can 
always use more help) and all of the rain we've had 
lately, the field is looking beautiful and green. I hope you 
all have a chance to enjoy it before the summer heat 
turns it brown again. :) Speaking of heat be sure to take 
plenty of liquids to drink while you're there.  
Wishing you all CAVU. 

 

Garry Rife 

President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 

 
Vice Presidents Corner: by Tom Blakeney  
 
Hello, fellow T-birds. It has been a rather wild time in our 
hobby since our last club meeting. Immediately following 
the June meeting the FAA released their letter of 
interpretation concerning their stance on how they want to 
regulate model aircraft. This position has many in the 
hobby concerned as the FAA has decided to take 
something of a hard line toward our hobby. The AMA has 
outlined some great responses to the FAA letter for all 
members and these are easy to find in the Government 
relations blog area on the AMA web site, along with how 
to post your comments. Everyone in the club has received 
emails from us and likely from the AMA with instructions 

on how to comment on the FAA letter. Deadline for 
comments is July 25, before our next club meeting. Please, 
do not miss this chance to comment if you have not done so 
already. We need to be positive, hopeful, vigilant, and 
follow the AMA's lead for us as this situation develops. 
I have preparations well underway for our Summer Float 
Fly on Aug 2. We will have a great new ARF seaplane with 
several custom touches for the main raffle prize that will 
appeal to all seaplane flyers....and land plane flyers as well. 
Make plans to come out to Camp Joy Park and get those 
floats and seaplanes hulls wet that day! 
See you at the meeting! 

 

Tom Blakeney 

Vice president, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
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June Meeting Minutes: by Tab Bowland
 
See Attachment A 
 

Tab Bowland 

Secretary, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
 

Treasurers’ Report: by Gary Alphin 
 

Membership is presently at 170 members. 
 
Gary Alphin 

Treasurer, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
 

Old Farts Four Stroke Fly-In  

 

 
 

Thunderbirds at Arkansas SPA contest: by Ken Knotts 
 
Tab Bowland, Tim Reed, Gerry Stanford, Gary Alphin, Chris Berardi, Ken Knotts, and Jerry Joyner attended the two 
day Senior Pattern Contest held in Wrightsville, Arkansas on July 12 and 13.  Texas Wings pilot Pat Ensian also attended.  
There were a total of 12 pilots who participated and the local FARM club from Little Rock along with Richard Tibbitts 
sponsored the event.  This was their first SPA contest at this club and they did a wonderful job. 
 

Novice – Gerry Stanford – 1st place 
Sportsman – Tim Reed – 3rd place 
Advanced – Chris Berardi – 1st place  Gary Alphin – 2nd place 
Expert – Ken Knotts – 3rd place 

 
Weather was pretty although a little hot and humid.  Winds were light, so there went that excuse!  Tab had engine 
problems on his primary airplane and he purchased a used Stick as a backup.  A test flight Friday revealed the wing servo 
gears were stripped and it met the Arkansas turf at full speed so didn’t get to fly. 
 
Tim Reed had to resort to his backup airplane after experiencing loss of power on his new .95 four stroke on Saturday.  
He set the valves on it Saturday night and it performed very well Sunday.  Gary Alphin also had engine issues and had to 
go to his backup airplane which flew well (after he put the correct wing on it). 
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This was the first event for Ken Knotts in the Expert class and he found out quickly how the big boys play.  Jamie Strong 
won first barely edging out Pat Ensian with some very impressive flying by both of them, especially Sunday. 
 

 
 

Fokker Biplane: by Gerry Yarrish 
 
When it comes to top level scale modeling, the WRAM 
show is the place to go to see what the Northeast section 
of the country has to offer. One of the best scale 
modelers we know of is Mike Gross Sr., from the Long 
Island Sky Hawks club. Mike won the Best of Show 
award at the recent WRAM show. 

 
 
This immaculate 1/3-scale Fokker Dr.1 Triplane has 
been a labor of love for a couple of years. A Glenn 
Torrance Model kit was used it as a foundation to 
which a scratch built cockpit with details and functions. 
The model is 1/3-scale and uses very scale like 
construction techniques. The wings include scale box 
spars and the trailing edges are scale cables attached to 
the ends of the built up ribs. All the wing attachment 
points and struts are scale and use scale size hardware. 
The model uses scale strap hinges and covering is linen 
finished with dope to shrink it into place, which was 
also done on the full-size aircraft. The paint is Dope 
and hand brushed on to duplicate the distinctive 
splinter camo scheme. The dummy 9-cylinder 
Oberursel rotary engine is from Nick Ziroli Plans. For 
documentation, Windsock Data Files and Engels scale 
drawings were used. 
Power is by a DLE 111cc twin cylinder gas engine 

 
 
The cockpit is completely detailed including a floating 
compass, fuel lever and shutoff valves (both of which 
switch the battery packs on and off), the pilot seat and 
straps and all the internal structures.  

 
 

On the left wing strut is a scale Marell anemometer 
(airspeed indicator) which is all scratch built. The fully 
functional cable control system is exactly like what was 
used on the full size aircraft. The rudder is rigged to the 
functional Rudder bar and the ailerons and elevators 
are connected with pull-pull cables to the control stick 
which is also fully articulated and detailed with 
machine gun triggers. 
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All the cables are guided with scale pulleys and guards, 
and when you move the control stick, it in turn moves 
the control surfaces. To control the model, servos are 
installed under the cockpit flooring and connected to 
the base of the control stick. 
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Hanger Nine Spitfire Enhancements: by Woody 

I posted this article a few years back and broke it out of 
the archives to republish for some of our newer 
members and older ones that have the dreaded CRS 
(can’t remember stuff) disease.  After a two year delay I 
finally opened the box my Hanger Nine Spitfire arrived 
in. Right out of the box this airplane is a beauty, ready 
for assembly, and equipment installation for flight. 
However, deciding not to have a Spitfire looking like 
other Hanger Nine Spits I proceeded to enhance the 
looks and make it unique unto it’s self.  
 
First I wet sanded all surfaces with #600 wet/dry paper. 
The intent was twofold in that it gave a slightly dull 
appearance and secondly any painting would have a 
surface to bond to. 
Using a cut to camo pattern of blue cleaning cloth I 
masked off the olive drab areas and spray painted the 
brown areas with Model Master ‘rattle can’ paint. The 
key here was to lightly spray over the cloth area towards 
the brown. This resulted in a feathered look and no 
bleeding under the cloth.  

 
 
I must also mention that since the decals are pre-applied 
I brushed ‘Liquid Mask’ onto the decals protecting them 
during painting. This product works great and is 
removed easy as pie with soap and water.  

 

Once all parts were painted to my satisfaction I 
applied panel lines and rivet/fasteners.  I used a panel 
line pen and template to achieve the correct spacing 
(kind of) between fasteners. Squadron Signal 
Publication “Spitfire in Action” is an excellent 
reference for the various Mark Versions. Once this 
effort was completed the Spit still looked to pristine 
for a combat airplane.  

 
 

Not wanting to break out the air gun I used artist 
charcoal to achieve the weathering effect I was looking 
for. Take a charcoal stick and lightly shave it to obtain 
a dust like texture in a small mixing cup or other 
suitable container.  A little bit of charcoal on a finger 
tip goes a long way. To accent a panel I placed some 
blue painters tape along the panel line and smudged 
the charcoal rearward and used my imagination to get 
the effect I was looking for.  

 
 

Remember; keep the weathering light and sparse as 
the clear over spray will darken the weathering and a 
little goes a long way. 
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As if I wasn’t satisfied thus far I mixed some RC-56 
canopy glue with acrylic paint and applied it using a 
toothpick to create rivets/fasteners thus achieving a raised 
look. I also used aluminum tape for panels that had a 
raised look. These panels were painted the correct color 
for their location and then lightly scrapped with a #11 
exacto blade for weathering. 

 
 

The entire Spit was over sprayed with Luster Coat 
semi gloss (satin) clear to fuel proof the finish.  
Final touch was to install the Iron Bay Pilot figure I 
painted using their web site’s instructions. 

 
 

As previously mentioned “if you’re a scale builder it 
helps to be a little anal”, and if you’re really lucky you 
have a wife that recognizes that fact and loves you 
never-the-less. 
As a friend once told me at Lockheed, “there comes a 
time in every project when you have to shoot the 
engineer and move on to production”. Was that a 
gunshot??? 
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WEBSITE UPDATES: Joe Jopling 
 

New postings: Ken’s Fall SPA flyer posted. Weldon Harrison’s Old Fart’s photos posted. Tom Blakeney becomes Float Fly 
CD. 
 

Members Photos 
 
You may already know that Dewey Walker was blessed 
yesterday and is the proud Grandpa of Little Oliver. 
Daughter Sarah, and baby Oliver are doing fine. 
 

 
 
Gary and Jeannie Alphin are the proud grandparents of 
Samuel James Karlin. Samuel had a bit of a rough time 
coming into this world but parents, grandparents, and 
Samuel are doing very well now. 

 

 
. 

 
  

THUNDERBIRD 2014 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 

August 2   Summer Float Fly    Tab Bowland Thunderbirds 
 
August 16   National Model Aviation Day   Ed Kettler 
 
September 27-28  Senior Pattern     Ken Knotts/Gary Alphin 
 
October 18  Q500 Race (Golden Triangle Club)  Sarge Bell 
 
October 25-26  IMAC 
 
November  1  Tex Electric eXpo    Tom Blakeney 
 
November 8  Winter Float Fly    Terry Thorpe/Woody Lake 
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November 22  Toys for Tots     Steve Ehlers 
 
December   Christmas Party    Club Officers 

  

www.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.org 

 

President:  Garry Rife              

E-Mail: rowdyjoes@att.net 
Vice President:  Tom Blakeney 
E-Mail: tomblakeney28682@ 

               yahoo.com 

Secretary:  Tab Bowland 

E-Mail: tbirds197@yahoo.com 

 
Treasurer:  Gary Alphin        

E-Mail: gary.alphin@gbrx.com 
Safety Officer: Steve Ehlers               

E-Mail: stevenehlers@charter.net   
Pilot’s Log:  Woody Lake                       

E-Mail: at6pilot@att.net                                   

 

   FW THUNDERBIRDS AUGUST FLOAT FLY    

  

DATE: AUGUST  2
nd

, 0900-1500 LOCATION:  CAMP JOY PARK (LAKE WORTH) 

Open to all types of R/C seaplane and float plane models. Come join us at beautiful Camp Joy Park on 

Watercress Drive in Lake Worth, TX for a great float fly. We will have a number of awards for different types of 

models (both gas/glow and electric) and a raffle!!  GPS Coordinates: 32.8145, -97.4905   

AMA required. This is an AMA sanctioned event. Landing fee is $20.00. Pilot lunch included.  

Contact: Tab Bowlin   thunderbirds197@yahoo.com 

        Tom Blakeney tomblakeney28682@yahoo.com 

Club web site http://www.fwthunderbirds.org 
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National Model Aviation Day August 16th 
 

 
The Academy of Model Aeronautics Foundation in celebrating model aviation by registering for the 
second annual National Model Aviation Day, August 16, 2014. National Model Aviation Day was 
created to encourage clubs to celebrate the hobby and share it with the public. Our chartered clubs 
have also been asked to conduct a fundraiser to provide assistance to a worthy cause. For the second 
year in a row, all club efforts will support the Wounded Warrior Project. In the inaugural year, 176 
clubs registered for the event, state proclamations were administered in five states, and $76,000 was 
raised to support the Wounded Warrior Project’s full range of programs and services for this 
generation of injured veterans and their families. 

 

UPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS 
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$3.00 OFF 
Full Service Oil 

Change for 

Fort Worth 

Thunderbirds 

Len and Debbie invite you to receive: 
 

$3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube    
and Filter. 
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and 
Vacuum Interior + 16 point inspection. 

 
 

 

 

 

2850 Fort Worth Highway 

Hudson Oaks, TX 76087 

(817) 594-2602 

 

 Coupons must be presented at time of service.  Offers   

cannot be combined with any other offer. One coupon 

per visit. 

 
 

 

 
ATTACHMENT A 

 
June Meeting Minutes: by Tab Bowland
 
Meeting call to order at 7PM by President Garry Rife 

Reports: 

Vice President: Tom Blakeney - No new business to report.  

Treasurer: Gary Alphin: - Gary reported that the club is 

in good standing and that as of the club meeting we were 

at 169 members. 

Secretary: Tab Bowland - No new business to report 

Newsletter: Woody Lake - If you are not getting your 

newsletter, please make sure that you have provided your 

proper email address to Woody 

Safety Officer: Steve Ehlers - In keeping with our 

compliance as an AMA gold leader club. Steve reviewed 2 

safety rules off the AMA guidelines. 

President: Garry Rife -Garry brought up the issue of 

smoking in the pit area. A discussion from the club 

members followed, with the result being to use common 

sense in the pit area, especially if someone is fueling an 

aircraft. 

Past Events: 

Training: 1 new solo pilot Donald Martin, great job. We 

have 3-6 students who are progressing nicely. 

Old farts: There were 15 pilots who attended and all 

seemed to enjoy the day of flying and fellowship. 

Old business: 

Woody made mention to the club about the Benbrook 

Heritage Feast and the clubs participation for this year 

after a short discussion the club agreed to again 

participate. The date to be announced at the July meeting.. 

The new mower has arrived at the field. If you would like 

to help the mowing crew, they meet every Friday morning 

at 8:00AM at the field weather permitting. 
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Chris Berardi presented to the club a power point 

presentation on how the club could use a web based voting 

company for officer elections and explained the cost 

involved and how the vote each club would be anonymous. 

Thanks for looking into this for the club. 

Bylaws Final Revisions: 

The final draft of the revised Thunderbirds bylaws was 

presented to the club members present for vote. After a 

final reading and appropriate changes made, a motion by 

Ed Furche was made to accept the bylaws as written with a 

second by Jimmy Newton. Motion passed. 

New Business: 

July 4th family fun fly at the filed from 10:00 till ??? 

Dave Cinnamon brought up to the club that there will be a 

night fly at Texas Wings on July 7th 

Summer float fly August 2nd at Camp Joy park Lake 

Worth starting time 9AM 

National Model Aviation day August 16th this year the 

Thunderbirds will be participating. See Ed Kettler for 

more details.  

Field lease: 

A meeting was held at the field with the Corp of Engineers 

to go over the new lease. The Corp pointed out a few 

OSHA safety concerns to the club members present, but 

overall the meeting was very positive and we hope to have 

our new lease soon. 

Safety Cabinet: It was brought to the clubs attention by 

the Corp of engineers that a safety cabinet was needed to 

store the gas cans and oil in the storage barn. The cost of 

the cabinet was presented to the club, but no further action 

was taken. 

Letter from Congresswoman Kay Granger: The 

Congresswoman presented to the club a very nice thank 

you letter for inviting her out to the Warbird fly in. 

Field flooding: It was brought to the clubs attention about 

the El Nino affect for flooding in late summer though out 

the winter. In the past Lake Benbrook has flooded 3 times 

with a flood line of 715 feet. If the water was to rise this 

much, it would encompass the field. The officers will be 

looking at a plan of action if this should happen. 

Presentation: Tom Blakeney presented the club an 

informative presentation on Lipo batteries. Tom explained 

to the members on how to get the most out of your Lipo 

batteries as well as best practices, hints and tips. Thank 

you Tom for a very informative program 

Show N Tell: 

Tom Blakeney showed off his Hobby King Dehaviland Sea 

Vixen 

Dennis Niles showed off a nice plane with lights for night 

flying. 

Steve Ehlers showed off some of the planes that were 

donated by Tim Timmons. One of the most unique was a 

whiffle ball bat plane. 

Thanks to all the show n tell folks. 

Club Raffle: 

EF-1 “ Miss Lynn’’ plane – Dave Cinnamon 1 gallon of fuel – Sarge Bell 30-minute epoxy – Dennis Niles 

Hot shot glow starter – Dennis Niles  F4U Corsair – Tom Blakeney Battery charger – Dave Cinnamon 

Voltmeter – Tab Bowland   Fox motor 15 – Steve Ehlers Exacto Knife – Ken Knotts 

Do to the time limit of the meeting my apologizes to anyone missed that won a raffle prize. 

Meeting Adjourned at 9:00 pm  

Tab Bowland 

Secretary, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
 


